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Seven Tips to Get the Net Working

By Penelope Brackett
[Excerpted from the Introductory Speech, Share the Wealth Networking Brunch]

January 27, 2007 (Brunch is held last week of January and September each year.)


1. Know what you’re good at! Understand the resource you are for others.

Networking is not about asking for favors. It’s about offering your gifts, sharing your service. It’s about giving people the information and confidence they need to work with you or refer you to a valued friend or associate. 

2. Share your service simply. Include positive feedback, offers and requests. 

Tell people what you do and include credentials and testimonials. 

Using me as an example, that means: I’m a veteran career/life coach, and I’ve been coaching for over fifteen years - specializing in creative artists. My strengths as a coach are motivation, communication, and balance. I’ve been featured in the New York Times and The Today Show. 

Barbara Pitts, an actress/writer and Emmy Award nominee, said about my coaching: “Today I have a great relationship with a legit agency that I love.. I have appeared on Law & Order and SVU, HBO's The Laramie Project, Denver Center, Union Square Theater, Berkeley Rep and La Jolla Playhouse! Having a coach allowed me to get stuff done, one manageable step at a time. I got very clear about who I wanted to be as an artist, and what kind of work I wanted to be doing. I became good at communicating my purpose to others. Coaching kept me showing up for my life. I made calls. I created a solo show. I kept in the game.
 I credit whatever success I've achieved to the work I've done with Penelope and the Creative Seed. Perhaps even more importantly, I can credit a lot of my HAPPINESS as a person and as an actor - my ability to enjoy the process of living and seeking work (our every day job as actors…) - to the work I've done with my coach.” 

3. Say thank you. Congratulate and appreciate someone daily. 

I feel like an Academy Award winner, there are so many I have to thank! I first have to thank Joe Russo, my web developer, who did hours and hours of incredible work on the website for this brunch including the recommended professional and brunch pages. I encourage you today and everyday to make a point of saying thank you. Say thank you for inspiration, support and resources. If someone is here today at the brunch, that you can thank and appreciate publicly, please share it because it gives us confidence to work with them.

4. Exchange business cards. Write details on the back.

It’s easy to hand a business card out when you meet a possible collaborator. On the back of cards, always write where you met someone and some important personal or professional facts you learned. That will help you after the event. For example today you might write, “Creative Seed Brunch 1/07, career/life coach, funny, beautiful, astute networking genius!”

5. Keep track of your contacts – name, service, dates, notes.

You’ve got to get that information from the cards, little pieces of paper, class and company lists. Whether it’s a palm pilot or a simple index card file, you have to make sure your contacts make it into an accessible system. You want to be connecting to your most important contacts at least monthly. When you get home today, add your contacts to your database.

6. Got a project or challenge? Ask, “Who can help me with that?

Get the net working. Cast your net. Rely on that network of support. Right now write down a project that you are considering - whether it is developing a show, expanding your class, or renovating your home. Now, write down three people who could help you. Make a commitment to find someone new at this brunch to add to that list.

7. Got a project or resource? Ask, “Who can I help with that?

When my clients end up with more work than they can do, I ask them, “Who can you recommend?” It’s great karma to extend a hand up! Also, you might find that they’re recommending you the next time! The best, most joyous and successful networking is all about generosity, about asking and offering, giving and getting resources for everyone’s mutual benefit. You are sharing a vision and a service, participating in the vision and service of another. As you listen to the guests at this brunch, consider who you might be able to help with your current projects and resources.

