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In this business of acting, sometimes, or maybe most of the time, it’s necessary to give people a nudge to get things going. I’ve worked plenty with PB on that and I’d like to think that it’s starting to be second nature. (Although it can still be a struggle, believe me!)  Anyway, Penelope asked me to share a recent nudge. 

In “the breakdowns”, I noticed an audition for voiceover actors for a PBS Kids production for which I knew I’d be right.  I called my manager and asked him to submit me to the casting directors.  He said he would.  The breakdown requested pics and resumes first, to be followed by voiceover reels.  Now, the thing is, my reel is old, and I hadn’t sent it out at all because it’s not my best work.  (I’m working on that…)  

Since I’m doing a project where I had access to a recording studio, I recorded the 3 character types that had been described in the breakdown.  I added those to my reel, and the next day, called my manager and told him what I had done.  He said, “Well, the casting office hasn’t called me back about you.  I guess they’re not interested.”  I asked him how they could be interested if they hadn’t even heard my reel.  I told him that I was on my way in to his office to play my reel for him, and that I was going to drop it off at the casting office, as well.  

When I played the reel for my manager, he was blown away, and apologized for doubting me.  

The next day, he told me he had good news and no news.  He hadn’t heard from the casting office for the PBS Kids gig, but he was so excited by my reel that he set up an appointment for me with a MAJOR agency.  Cool, huh? How amazing that with a little effort and enthusiasm on our part – stuff gets done and connections get made that otherwise would not!  Penelope calls it “managing the managers”, and I never would have believed it possible…But – there it is!  

I’m sure you’ve got some great stories too - where you gave people extra information, went the extra mile in connecting with them, or perhaps managed a big or small nudge to effect a change. And if you haven’t got stories?  You know what Penelope would say: “Go out there and create some!” 
The April newsletter theme is “Management: Helping People Help You”. Let’s share them with our network and inspire us all to more action and success!

FYI, if you need help getting out there, I recommend Penelope’s “Essential Business Class for Actors” coming up in April (it changed my life and career!), or Fearless Foursome - for everybody/anybody (also life-changing. In the good way…!). It’s great to have Penelope’s coaching and the support of fellow clients rocking the world!  
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