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	Running off with the Circus 
by Bill Berg

April 2007


This is my story of dreaming big and taking giant steps.

When I first saw a show by Cirque du Soleil, in the summer of 1997, in Denver, Colorado, I was moved to tears and had a burning desire to leap out of my seat, run backstage, and beg the performers to take me with them.  For the next eight years I kept this secret desire inside me, only dreaming that it might one day be so.

Today, I am making the preparations for my new life in San Diego, where I will be rehearsing and performing with a show called ‘Cirque de la Mer.’…

From the end of April through the beginning of September of this year, I will live my dream of being a clown in the circus, and I will be one GIANT step closer to performing with the famed Cirque du Soleil.

How did I get to this place?

In October, 2005, I declared publicly for the first time my earnest desire and commitment to perform with Cirque du Soleil.  I was standing in a circle on the first night of class with Elizabeth and Penelope listening to each person dare to speak a big, big dream that they were committed to fulfilling.  This was the beginning of me actually believing that I could do it.

In August of 2006, a very good friend of mine, who lives in Hollywood, called me and asked if I would move into her apartment while she’s out of the country for the first half of 2007.  While I didn’t immediately jump at the opportunity, I did ultimately see how well I would be set up in L.A.  How often does one get the chance to completely uproot their lives only to be easily planted in a furnished apartment (complete with two cats), with a car, and job opportunities handed to them?  

I took the sign that it was time for me to be in L.A.

A couple of days after my early-January arrival on the west coast, I picked up a copy of Backstage West.  I was leisurely flipping through its pages when the audition notice popped out at me:  Water-based Circus casting acrobats, clowns, PHYSICAL COMEDIANS…audition by invitation only…email or call…
The first thing I felt was terror. So, I did.

It was an answering machine.

I left the most passionate, enthusiastic, and open message I think I have ever left anyone.  Within minutes I was revisiting that passion, enthusiasm, and openness with the director in charge of casting for Cirque de la Mer.

He told me the audition would consist of movement, tumbling, character-work, and improvisation.  

For the last four years in New York City I have performed almost exclusively as a comedy improviser, relishing the scenes in which I got to take on a very physical character.  When I hung up the phone, audition scheduled, I KNEW I would book it.

Then came the grin.  Ear to ear and unstoppable.  I thought, “This must be why I moved here now.”

I have always felt myself to be a natural physical comedian.  And I have been fortunate enough to explore this to some degree performing comedy improv with Gotham City Improv in New York, and also acting in the very-physically based play ‘Ondine.’

Beyond this, the things that have most likely made the biggest difference for me in this success is my willingness to just say ‘yes’ and to allow myself to go to that feeling place of knowing what I want and knowing that I can have it.

From Cirque de la Mer to Cirque du Soleil, it appears I may need to travel through the sea to get to the sun.  What better place for that than sunny California?
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.  “Oh my God, this is perfect.  … What if I don’t get it?!” …Then I thought, ‘Bill, you should just email them and wait and see.’ …THEN, fortunately, a voice inside me screamed “PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL THEM RIGHT NOW!!!”








