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The three months that I spent with Penelope and our Fearless Foursome are the three months that changed my life. I went into my Foursome feeling lost, overwhelmed, and unhappy about my current life in New York. By the end, I was empowered and stepping into a new world of possibility that I never really dreamed could happen. Where is this amazing, creatively fulfilling place where anything is possible? It’s in Cleveland, Ohio…
My journey to Cleveland centered on making choices for myself –and they were not choices that I saw anyone else making. Living in New York wasn’t creatively fulfilling for me anymore. I didn’t like being a waitress, acting in non-union mediocre plays,  and fighting to get to the top with no end in sight. I missed my family and my community. I didn’t like the New York City environment. I thrive on being successful and feeling necessary. I never felt that in New York, but still I chose to stay there because it seemed like the only choice I could make if I wanted to be a professional actress. 

Throughout the Foursome, I constantly revised my purpose statement and business plan to accommodate my ever-changing state of mind. I kept trying to model both from the examples given in Penelope’s book “The Seven Keys to Success without Struggle”.  I was following the examples, but the more I looked at it, the more I realized that I didn’t necessarily need to center my acting career in New York. As frightening as it was to even consider moving to a new city, I began to explore the idea. The more I opened myself up to the possibility of not staying in New York, the more at ease I felt, the more excited I became, the more I started to realize that THIS was the choice I needed to make. I needed to leave New York! I worried about this daunting choice, but something deep within me felt compelled to make it. I kept thinking and thinking about it, but it wasn’t until I was pushed to the limit with the sudden death of my grandpa, that I knew Cleveland was the right choice for me. Speaking to Penelope during that difficult time, she asked me what I would do if I could do anything at all. Without hesitation, I said, “I wouldn’t go back to New York. I’d move to Cleveland today if I could.” She said, “OK, start moving.” And I did.
That same weekend, I had the audition of my life for all the professional theatres in Cleveland. Before the week was over, I was offered a lead role in the Ohio Premier of Frozen with The Bang & The Clatter Theatre Company. I quit my job in New York and prepared myself for the biggest move of my life – I was going home! For the first time in my professional life, I knew I was making the right choice for my career. I felt I was making the first truthful decision about my acting. And once I not only made the choice, but truly committed to it in my mind, everything fell into place. I signed with the best Talent Agency in Cleveland. Within the first week home, I booked a starring role in two Ohio Lottery commercials. My agent has had me consistently working every month since my first booking, which allowed me to join AFTRA. I’m now one job away from joining SAG.  I will also appear in - not only the Ohio Premier - but one of the first 5 productions of Red Light Winter in the U.S. at BNC. I am consistently performing in high quality, professional work that is truly meaningful to me, AND I have an agent who loves me. This is the acting career I always dreamed of for myself. I just had no idea it would happen at home in Cleveland!
Fellow actors in Cleveland ask me all the time, “Do you miss living in New York?” My answer? No. Not even a little bit. By the time I left New York, I no longer enjoyed living there. It wasn’t fun anymore.  Of course, I miss my friends there.  (But all are invited to come see me in Cleveland!  Performing in a show rather than a restaurant!)  But the biggest reason for not missing NYC is that I’m pursuing the exact same things here as I did there – with better (MUCH better!) results! I’m auditioning, I’m booking PAID union jobs!  I’m getting paid to act in Ohio premieres of well-known plays and best of all - my family is here to support me in person and not from afar. It’s the first time in my life that I feel truly happy with my career choices. My entire creative life is centered on acting. I couldn’t ask for anything more. My choice is clear, and every day I reap the benefits.

It’s amazing what can happen when one stops to truly honor the choices resting deep within one’s heart. We need to stop doubting whether it is right or wrong. If we know in our hearts that it’s right, choose it. The rest will naturally fall into place.  If it turns out the choice isn’t right – then choose again!  
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